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were treated very nearly as I was. One of those
Barbarians, having advanced with a large knife in
his right hand, took my nose in his left hand, wish-
ing to cut it off ; but he stopped suddenly, and as if
astonished, withdrawing without doing aught to me.
He returns a quarter of an hour later, as if indignant
with himself for his cowardice; he again seizes me
at the [70] same place; you know, my God, what I
said to you at that moment, in the depth of my heart.
In fine, I know not what invisible force repulsed him
for the second time. It was over with my life if he
had proceeded; for they are not accustomed to leave
long on the earth those who are notably mutilated."
Among the Hurons, the worst treated! was that
worthy and valiant Christian, Kustache. Having
made him suffer like the others, they cut off both
thumbs from his hands, and thrust through the inci-
sions a pointed stick even to the elbow. The Father,
seeing this excess of torment, could not contain his
tears. Eustache, having perceived 'this, and fearing
lest the Hiroquois should regard him as effeminate,
said to them: " Do not suppose that those tears pro-
ceed from weakness; it is the love and affection that
he feels for me, and not the want of courage, that
forces them from his eyes. He has never wept in
his own torments; his face has always appeared dry,
and always cheerful. Your rage, and my pains, and
his own love are the theme and the cause of his
tears." " It is true," the Father answers him, " that
thy pains are more keenly felt by me than are my
own; it is true that I am covered with [71] blood
and wounds; my body, nevertheless, does not feel
its torments as keenly as my heart is afflicted for
thy sufferings. But courage, my dear brother;


